
From the Director’s Desk: 
 
Why 2020 Was The Greatest Year Ever 
 
I'll admit that this headline was an easy way to lure many of you into reading my letter. The 
proverbial "clickbait" has become all too familiar, and I find myself falling for them quite 
frequently, so don't feel too bad about falling for mine. Now that we've crossed that bridge, 
please humor me and try your best to open your hearts and minds to the Top 5 Reasons for 
why 2020 is, in fact, the greatest year ever.  
 
1. There is hope for our natural environment. A reduction in air travel, commutes, and waste 
brought back a visible Los Angeles Skyline. The formerly polluted brown canals of Venice are 
now clear enough to see fresh blue water.  
2. Working from home works. A mixture of office work and working from home is likely the 
best scenario for businesses post-pandemic. Still, the crippling anxiety of workers being out of 
the office on a weekday is a thing of the past.  
3. We rediscovered our youth. The extra time to ourselves reminded us that we used to have 
hobbies other than working and going to happy hour. Gardening, home improvement, and 
personal art projects have become pervasive.  
4. We sequenced a virus and created a vaccine in less than 12-months.  
On Jan. 5, Dr. Zhang mapped the first complete genome of COVID-19. On Dec. 10, the FDA 
cleared the Pfizer vaccine for COVID-19. There is a light at the end of the pandemic tunnel.  
5. We learned the true meaning of grit. We lost loved ones, friends, jobs, and sometimes our 
freedom, but we kept going. It wasn't easy, but the path to greatness never is.  
 
So please, do me a favor, and the next time your friend or coworker jokingly refers to 2020 as 
"the worst year ever," pause for a moment and think about all the truly fantastic things that 
have taken place in these past 12 months.  
 
This will be my last letter of 2020. I want to thank each one of you for your support this past 
year. Your words of encouragement, acts of kindness, and unwavering determination have 
been inspirational.  
 
- Tommy 
 

 

 

Click here to return to the newsletter. 

https://conta.cc/3nyKMl9

